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January 4, 1969 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT-EUSCT 


From: Henry A. Kissinger 

Subject: My Meeting with Lee Kwan Yew, Prime Minister of Singapore 


Shortly before you went to Florida, I met privately with Singapore's 
Prime Minister Lee for a short discussion of the situation in Southeast 
Asia. He is an intelligent man, and a good friend of the US. lee's major 
points were * 

— As the US disengages in Vietnam It should do so in suoh a 
way that a truly national leadership can emerge. 

— There are many non-communists who, over time, have been 
driven into the NLF. The task is to extricate them from the 
Front and encourage them to participate in the political 
process. Lee believes that real South Vietnamese political 
leadership oan develop if the US can Just hold on long 
enough. He made it clear, however, that he did not believe 
we had a chance with Thieu and Ky. 

— Therefore, the US must get Hanoi to agree to: 1) a phased 
troop withdrawal by both sides; 2) the establishment of some 
form of international police force which would be prepared 
to move into the areas from which forces have been withdrawn. 

The task of this force would be to maintain order and provide 
security to the local populace until free elections can be 
held. Without such a force the Vieteong will win the elections, 
since they are better at terror. 

— The withdrawal should be conducted in stages. Lee suggested 
that we might reduce our troop strength by one-half to two- 
thirds within 2 years after agreement was reached with Hanoi, 
with a complete withdrawal by the end of the fourth year. 

— Elections in South Vietnam should be scheduled for 2 or 3 
years after we have reached agreement with North Vietnam. He 
said he personally would be happier with a 3-ysar wait, since 
this would provide time for the South Vietnamese to develop 
new political leadership. As the non-ocmmunists see that this 
is their last chance to put together a government that will 
appeal to the populace they will begin to work together toward 
that end. Fissures may also develop between the communist and 
non-communist elements of the NLF. 
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Thais (the linchpin of Southeast Asia" according to Lee) 
are soared. Ihe new Administration must be careful to leave 
tneo in a psychologically secure state of mind, and should, 
therefore, keep some forces in Thailand no matter what we do in 
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t0 0,0 Prime Minister that the new Administration has not 
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aanoi . I said that it is true that we will be in serious trouble if there 
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